
2018 Rhodes family Christmas letter 
 

Dear family and friends,  
 
For the last few years we have chosen to send a Christmas letter rather than 
Christmas cards. We wanted to update you on our family and send some pictures as 
well. As the 2018 year comes to an end, we have a lot to be thankful for.  
 
We are thankful for our relationship with Jesus. In the busyness of the season we do 
not want to miss the purpose of the season. Matthew’s Gospel 1:23 says: “BEHOLD, THE 
VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL,” which 
translated means, “GOD WITH US.” God became one of us, living as an example of how 
we should live and then substituting Himself for us, taking our place on the cross. 

Yet, He rose victoriously over the grave and because He lives, we live and may live again by trusting in 
Him as Lord and Savior (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 15; 2 Cor. 5:17, 21).  
 
It has been a wonderful year. Allow us to share some highlights. In March, we 
purchased a new minivan in order to replace the Ford Expedition which needed 
a new transmission. Then, in May we were able to go to North Carolina to see 
Meagan’s parents. It was a great trip. Later, in July, we were able to visit Steve’s 
brother and family, Patrick, in Wisconsin. We stopped at the Laura Ingalls Wilder 
birthplace. The girls saw the Mississippi and Steve ran half of a Tough Mudder. 

He quit halfway through because of a broken toe and mud 
in his eye with contacts in. Even with the broken toe, it was 
a great family trip. Both trips were wonderful. 

 
 
We returned from our Wisconsin trip just in time for Vacation Bible School at Bethel Friends Church. It 
was a wonderful VBS with 141 children. As VBS wrapped up we got started on fall planning. Meagan 
co-led the first Trunk or Treat. She led this alongside her friend, Jennifer Graffius. That was a wonderful 
event with about 200 children in attendance and many parents, grandparents and family members. 
Serving Bethel Friends another year has been a wonderful blessing! We love serving such a wonderful 
church and being family with them.  

The sad news this year is that Steve’s brother, Michael, was diagnosed with stage 4 colon-rectal 
cancer in May. He has finished chemo and radiation, but it has not been easy. He will undergo surgery in 
January. Michael’s wife has been fighting cancer since 2011. Please pray for them.  



 
 
Meagan continued homeschooling the girls through the fall with lots of activity which led to hugs and 
haircuts that were not planned; however, in December, Mercedes began attending Heartland Christian, 
and in January, Abigail will begin attending a local preschool. While writing about the fall, we should add 
that the van we bought in March was totaled in September. Meagan was returning home from an 
appointment when a car did not see her and pulled out in front of her. Everyone was okay, but we had 
to find another vehicle. Around the same time, Meagan was approved for disability after a three-year 
struggle with Multiple Sclerosis.  
 
We have continued to get to know the greater Youngstown area with our first trip to Kraynak’s to see 
the Christmas Displays… Beautiful! Have a 
wonderful new year. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful 
Christmas! 
 
Steve, Meagan, Mercedes and Abigail  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


